18th April

MLSA SUPPORTS PUBLIC SERVICE PROPOSALS

The Medical Laboratory Scientists Association (MSLA) has agreed to support the Proposals for Agreement on Public Pay and Reform.

At the MLSA AGM in Castlecourt Hotel, Westport, county Mayo, on Saturday (17th April) delegates endorsed the recommendation of the Executive Committee to accept the Public Service Proposals 2010 – 2014. 

However, the endorsement is conditional on obtaining a temporary pause in the cold laboratory procurement process to allow for meaningful engagement on the reconfiguration of the pathology service, as provided for in the proposed agreement.

The MLSA will seek discussions with the HSE on this issue in the coming days.

The MLSA represents over 2,000 medical scientists, the majority of whom work in public service laboratories.

Terry Casey, General Secretary of the MLSA, said; 

“Our assessment of the Public Service proposals is that on balance they provide our members with a clear mechanism for laboratory reconfiguration which obliges the HSE to firstly consult with all stakeholders in order to agree a plan to address the service changes necessary to retain services in-house rather than outsourcing parts of the service to the private sector.”

Addressing the AGM, SIPTU General President and ICTU President, Jack O ’Connor, said;

“It’s the best strategy in the medium term because it affords workers influence in the re-structuring of the public service, which is inevitable. In the absence of this it will be driven exclusively by the interests of those who are motivated only by profit. These proposals simultaneously offer certainty on jobs, pay and pensions while providing a framework for restoring pay scales over time.”

The MLSA, which is affiliated to SIPTU, will commence a ballot of its members shortly.

